
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Thursday, September 6, 2012  
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of 
Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners Joseph LaPorte and 
Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks 
Michael Manware.  
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner David Kanute 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Fasulo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
August 2, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that summer programs are wrapped up.  Kids Series was very good as was the 
Music on the Green.  Fall programs are starting.  He has a lot of teams for softball – 16 teams for men and 
6 for women, all at Panthorn Park. He said there may be a problem with scheduling all of the games.  Last 
year we only had 11 teams.  Bow hunting at Crescent Lake starts September 15; people are getting their 
permits.  Dave said he is working on some new programs for special needs people, such as music therapy 
and bowling.  Farmington Farms has indoor tennis and he is trying to set something up there.  The Zumba 
instructor is getting certified to teach kids’ Zumba; there has been a lot of interest for that.   
 
Trips are steady, nothing overwhelming.  We get 10-15 for each trip.  Dave is on the advisory committee 
for the turf field.  Chairman Fontana said he would like to have a meeting with Eric Swallow at the high 
school before the next committee meeting.  When asked about the completion date, Mr. Fontana said the 
original date was October 26.  The contractor believes if the weather cooperates they should be able to 
meet that completion date.  The piping was increased from 6” to 12” to carry the water out. 
 
Mr. Lapreay continued his report.  Passports, which were being done in the office by Julia, are now back 
with Economic Development in the Municipal Center.  They are no longer being done here.  Pavilion 
rentals have slowed up.  There are a few in the fall.  There is one this weekend at the drive-in for a car 
show.   
 
Commissioner LaPorte asked about the Tri-Town Tournament for which there was an article in the 
newspaper regarding Southington’s non-participation.  Mr. Lapreay said the reporter never called him 
before writing the article.  Their tournament was the same weekend as the New England Tournament 
which our people were scheduled to play in.  No A or B team members were available for the Tri-Town 
Tournament which usually includes Meriden, Wallingford and Southington.  Next year the group may ask 
Middletown to join them instead of Southington. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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VISITORS: 
1,   Kiley Palmer, Southington Valley Midget Football League addressed the board.  He said they decided 
to change the official groups to the Connecticut Independent Association of Football Officials (CIAFO).  
In order to save some money for budgeting purposes, they asked if they could have only one official for 
the Flag Division.  CIAC said no because their insurance requires two.  Mr. Palmer said he looked at 
CIAC and high school football rules but could not find anything stating that. He said that the CIAFO 
group had been used at town parks for about 30 years (until 2009).  There is no signed contract yet.  He 
was told that there is no license for officiating.  Each group certifies their own officials.  Mr. Palmer does 
not believe that using one coach for flag would hurt us.  They would have 2 for the C Division and 3 for 
the A & B Divisions.  He also mentioned that they would stop free food at the concession stand for the 
refs.  He has a meeting tonight with the officials and head coaches to talk about rules.  Mr. Palmer also 
mentioned that they have a training video on safety which he gives to all the coaches. 
 
Chairman Fontana said he could not vote to accept non-certified officials.  He noted the State laws, which 
he served on the committee to write, are very strict regarding concussion.  An accident occurring during a 
game without fully certified officials on the field could be a huge liability for the town.  He said he knows 
that CIAC uses nothing but fully certified officials.  Mr. Palmer said he was told that CIAFO are certified 
but he would get clarification on that.  He stated that if they are not certified, then he won’t use them.  At 
this time Mr. Palmer left the room to make a phone call to Lou Urso of CIAFO to try to get an immediate 
answer on that issue but was unsuccessful.  Commissioner Fasulo asked if we could check with the Town 
Attorney regarding what the insurance requirements are, and go from there.   
 
Discussion followed on the goal posts at the drive-in area and whether or not they are permanent or if 
they come apart.  Mr. Palmer said they are temporary for the season.  He spoke about how the posts are 
taken down for the movies and put back up.  It was reported that kids were playing around them and they 
came apart.  He said that there is talk about universal goal posts that can be used for football and soccer, 
but they are not in a position to go that route just yet. 
 
Mr. Palmer also wanted to talk about a scoreboard that was donated from CCSU.  They want to use it in 
the upper field and were seeking approval on the location – on the drive-in side behind the fence (street 
side of the fence) – if they can get approval.  They will begin the process of getting any building permits 
or whatever may be necessary.  They have wood poles if those can be used.  Dave Lapreay had a picture 
of the scoreboard which he passed around.  It is about 12’ x 30’ and he believes that steel poles may be 
required for the size.  When they go for the permit, Planning and Building will let them know what the 
code is. 
 
At 7:25 p.m. Mr. Rick Koczera entered the meeting.  He is the treasurer of the league.  He reported how 
they obtained the scoreboard and provided copies of images showing where the scoreboard would be 
placed and also where the other scoreboard from Calvanese would be placed once it is refurbished.  No 
one had a problem with the proposed locations.  However, Commissioner Palmieri thought that steel posts 
would be more aesthetically pleasing than wood. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner LaPorte, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to approve the location of 
the scoreboards.  Motion carried. 
 
At 7:30 p.m. Mr. Lou Urso entered the meeting.  He gave the board his background and various official 
capacities and certifications.  He said the boards certify themselves.  There is no national thing for 
football certification.  However, Chairman Fontana disagreed.  Lively discussion followed with Mr. 
Fontana’s concern being that the new State laws and insurance requirements are important and should be 
followed to limit liability issues.  We will need to check with the Town Attorney on insurance 
requirements.  Commissioner LaPorte left the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  Mr. Urso said he carries a large 
liability policy and umbrella coverage.  Mr. Lapreay will contact Mark Sciota in the morning and call Mr. 
Palmer regarding the insurance requirements.  
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Mr. Koczera said the new field is great for daytime but there is a need for lighting.  The lower field has no 
lighting and portable lights are very expensive to rent.  He wants to talk with Musko Lighting to get a 
quote for some lights.  Chairman Fontana said he has contacts at Musko and would make the call and sit 
in on a meeting with Mr. Koczera to discuss the lighting.   
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Commissioner LaPorte reported that he received a very complimentary note from a citizen saying how 
create the Rails to Trails are; they look very good.  He thanked Michael Manware and his crew for the 
good job they are doing.   
 
Mr. Manware reported on the major items on his report.  Jaycee Park: swings are being ordered and the 
town staff will install them.  We will supply the certified playground material.  We are doing as much on 
our end as we can.  It is coming along.  The “graffiti artist” at Recreation Park was apprehended; it was a 
13-year old.  He will go before a juvenile board.  The mother brought him down to read a letter of 
apology to the crew.  Mr. Manware thought that was a good thing to do to hopefully nip this type of 
behavior in the bud.  The picnic tables have been cleaned of the graffiti but there is a stain on them. 
 
Mr. Manware reported that a well at Panthorn was tested by the Health Department for E-coli in July.  
The State got involved.  It was shut down immediately.  It is now cleared up.  The well is used for an 
irrigation system.  He will keep the board apprised.  Down the road we may look into city water there. 
A historical plaque was installed at Goat Island.  It was given to us through Dave Lavallee in the Planning 
office.  Mr. Manware stated that the summer help this year was outstanding.  It was a good group with 
great attendance and responsibility.  He was very happy with them. 
 
Commissioner Fasulo asked if Mr. Manware knew why there were yellow lines and the number 600 
painted on the trail near Center Street.  Did anyone ask if they could paint lines?  Mr. Manware was 
unaware of this and would look into it.   
 
Mr. Manware also wanted to make the board aware that the Parks Department would be responsible for 
the new Municipal Center as far as mowing, leaves and shrubbery.   
 
Commissioner Fasulo made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Future League Subsidies.  Following up on the discussion at the last meeting, Dave Lapreay said he 
would schedule a meeting with the Town Manager and John Leary in the near future.  He will give the 
board an update after the meeting. 
   
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Motion made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to go into Executive 
Session excluding the press and the public to discuss a personnel matter.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
The regular meeting was adjourned as 8:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


